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HBVEMS	–	Hout	Bay	Volunteer	Emergency	Medical	Service	

At	 our	 20th	 June	 mee.ng	 we	 hosted	 the	
HBVEMS.	 These	 volunteers	 give	 up	 their	
weekends	to	serve	our	community.	While	
99%	 of	 their	 ambulance	 call-outs	 are	 to	
help	 the	very	poor	non-white	community	
they	are	not	en.tled	to	BEE	status	due	to	
the	make-up	of	their	volunteers.	As	a	unit	
and	organisa.on	they	have	few	resources	
and	the	ambulance	they	have	is	on	its	last	
legs.		
Years	 ago,	 Rotary	 Hout	 Bay	 provided	 the	
funds	 for	 the	 ambulance	 at	 that	 .me,	
which	 was	 named	 “Spirit	 of	 Rotary”.	 We	

have	 helped	 in	 the	 mean.me	 with	 dona.ons	
for	 petrol	 and	more	 significantly	 a	 state	 of	 the	 art	 heart	 monitor	 and	 defibrillator	 which	 has	 proven	 to	 be	 a	 life	 saver.	 But	 that	 was	 the	
ambulance	before	last.	
The	.me	has	come	to	step	up	to	the	plate	again.	Around	Rand	850,000	is	needed	to	purchase	and	equip	a	new	ambulance	and	HBVEMS	are	
seRng	out	on	their	fund	raising	drive.	As	a	Club	we	have	limited	resources	but	we	can	reach	out	to	our	local	clubs,	to	our	overseas	friends	and	
poten.ally	to	RI.	
It	is	a	huge	amount	of	money	needed	but	like	Rotarians,	they	give	of	their	.me	and	exper.se	completely	free	of	charge.	There	are	very	very	
few	charitable	organisa.ons	which	do	not	take	a	part	of	their	proceeds	in	fees	and	organisa.onal	expenses.	We	are	two	such.	IPP	Hans	Kuhn	
handed	over	a	cheque	for	Rand	10,000	to	MaYhew	Rosenberg	to	kick	off	the	drive.	
If	any	local	clubs	or	overseas	clubs	would	like	to	contribute	or	help	in	any	way	please	contact	President	Joelle	Searle.	Her	email	address	is	on	
the	heading	of	Bay	Breezes.	

The July 2017 issue of the Rotary Africa magazine is now available on our website.	
 	
www.rotaryafrica.com	

If you have forgotten your login details the quickest and easiest way to retrieve your password is to go to the website at http://
www.rotaryafrica.com and on the right hand side you will see the login form and just below it, it says Forgot Password? 

Click the Forgot Password? link and it will ask you to enter your Username. Your Username is your name and surname e.g. Sharon 
Robertson  
Then click the recover button just below and you will automatically receive an email with the password. 
You can then ask the website to 'Remember Me' and your details will be there when next you visit our website. 
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INCOMING PRESIDENT JOELLE

The last edition of Bay Breezes was dedicated to the induction evening for Joelle Searle. Now firmly in the 
seat, her first club meeting evening as President was due on 4th July. It was also intended to include the 
induction of our newest member, Alan Richardson but local events in the shape of Township riots rather 
spoiled those intentions. 
While it is something we would prefer not to dwell upon, the riots which lasted some three days put paid to 
any real hope of holding the induction and our 4th July meeting was postponed to 11th July. 
It is a sad fact of reality that the 50,000 plus indigents living right in our midst have extreme difficulty in winter 
weather. Thula Thula, Rotary and other NGOs really have done everything possible within our collective 
powers over months and years to alleviate these conditions but suffering of the most vulnerable continues. 
That does not excuse the behaviour of a small minority whose behaviour with burning, looting and fire-
bombing caused great concern to us the public, and financial loss to local business.
……and delay to the induction of Alan Richardson.
But we were able to proceed last Tuesday.
Alan and his wife Elizabeth have travelled and lived the world, from Russia to Cambodia and points between, 
setting up SA Brewery divisions in the most difficult and forbidding of territories. Alan has hung up his beer 
mug and is retired in Hout Bay. A past Rotarian of note at the Paarl RC Club he is a very welcome addition to 
our fold.
Alan was introduced by PP Butch Liebenberg and “dubbed” by President Joelle

THIS IS NEXT TUESDAY. SUPPORT THE 
CAUSE. BRING THE OTHER HALF. BE 
READY FOR THE E-PAP!!! IF IT’S GOOD 
FOR THE KIDS IT’S GOOD FOR YOU. [BUT 
BRING A SANDWICH IF YOU ARE SO 
INCLINED!]



		
FROM	PRES	JOELLE	SEARLE	

Here	are	some	photos	of	the	first	wave	of	blanket	deliveries	taken	to	Ikhaya	le	Themba	on	Thursday	a\ernoon	22nd	June.	I	made	my	way	up	there	
having	first	picked	up	Lumnka	and	Phumelela	at	Iziko	Lobomi	so	that	they	could	show	me	the	way	to	make	sure	I	didn’t	get	lost	with	my	precious	
cargo	of	88	blankets,	60	for	the	30	fire	vic.m	families	iden.fied	by	Rotarian	Mhin.	being	mainly	made	up	of	our	affected	marathon	marshal	
families	&	22	for	the	Rotaract	fire	vic.ms	iden.fied	by	Phumelela.	
		
Well	it	soon	became	apparent	that	I	had	insufficient	blankets	with	me	and	a\er	handing	out	all	the	blankets,	including	those	I	had	for	the	Rotaract	
vic.ms,	I	found	I	was	s.ll	short	of	6	for	the	Ikhaya	le	Themba	families	so	back	home	I	went	with	Phumelela	to	collect	a	further	6	for	them	and	20	
for	Rotaract.	
		
Happy	to	say	some	families	slept	warmer	so	making	a	difference.	These	are	just	a	few	of	the	photos	aYached.	The	faces	tell	their	own	story.	
Phumelela	will	let	me	have	some	photos	of	the	Rotaract	distribu.on.	Thanks	Phumelela	for	all	your	help	on	the	day!	
		

On	Tuesday	27th		June	I	met	with	the	group	of	elders	at	Iziko	Lobomi	in	Imizamo	Yethu	to	deliver	a	further	50	blankets	donated	by	RC	Kirstenbosch	
	to	fire	vic.ms.	AYached	are	some	photographs.	No	need	to	say	more	as	the	faces	tell	their	story	
		
I	have	now	had	the	pleasure	of	delivering	a	total	of	176	blankets	covering	some	100	families	in	the	fire	ravaged	IY	community.	Nice	to	know	that	in	
partnership	with	RC	Kirstenbosch,	Rotary	is	making	a	difference	and	a	lot	of	people	will	sleep	a	bit	warmer	this	winter.		
		
S.ll	have	about	50	available	for	distribu.on	as/when	needed

A MUCH APPRECIATED NOTE FROM OUR PDG IAN PURSCH

As this Rotary year ends and the new one begins, a big thank you to the Rotarians of District 9350 for your commitment and passion in the past 
year.
 
During my visits I have been delighted and impressed by the many excellent projects and by the fellowship and vibrancy that I have found 
throughout our large district. We know how to do good work for our communities, and we know the importance of being happy and engaged in 
Rotary.
 
Our particular focus areas for the year of Youth, ECD, Entrepreneurial Development and International Relationships are all in good shape, thanks to 
the great work of our clubs as well as the many Rotarians who have served on the district committees. And our celebration of the 100th year of the 
Rotary Foundation has resulted in more than $100,000 being contributed to the Annual Programmes Fund and Polio Plus. Well done to you all.
 
Thank you for the incredible support and the many kindnesses offered me during the year. It has been a wonderful and rewarding privilege to have 
served as DG, and I hand the reins to incoming Governor Lynette Stassen in the happy knowledge that the district will be in excellent hands for the 
year to come.  
 
With appreciation and best regards,
Ian
Ian	Pursch
District	Governor	2016-17
District	9350



GAVIN AND JOHN IN ATLANTA - FOR 
R.A.G.E.S.

Our PDG Gavin Schachat met up with John 
Glassford of Coolamon RC [now DG] at Atlanta USA. 
It is just so amazing that we can still network over 
such huge distances.	

COOLAMON	NEWS	

The latest news bulletin for the Rotary Club of 
Coolamon can be found at:  
 

Coolamon Rotary News Bulletin #1617-37

PETER	AND	SANDRA	JOHNSON	 	

for	the	longer	serving	members	of	our	Club	we	shall	shall	recall	with	fondness	a	past	President	in	the	shape	
of	Peter	Johnson.	Those	of	the	.mes	will	also	recall	his	lovely	wife	Sandra	and	possibly	a	greater	fondness	
for	her	excellent	pudding	making!		

Peter’s	 much	 deserved	 Paul	 Harris	 Award	 was	 never	 bestowed	 upon	 him	 before	 he	 le\	 our	 shores	 for	
France	 and	 it	 has	 taken	 the	 effort	 and	 kindness	 of	 Colin	 Sutherland	 [a	 “swallow”	 to	 France]	 to	 get	 the	
honour	 to	 him	 in	 physical	 form.	 I	 know	 that	 Peter	 is	 “dead	 chuffed”	 to	 use	 a	 non-French	 expression,	 to	
finally	get	the	gong.	Photo	here	and	a	note	to	me	from	Peter	which	I	am	sure	he	will	not	mind	me	pos.ng.	

Living	in	France.	

A\er	leaving	Hout	Bay	in	2010,	we	have	been	living	in	the	Dordogne	area	of	France.	We	live	close	to	a	small	
town	called	Le	Bugue	which	is	in	an	area	of	wooded	hills	and	small	villages.	This	area	is	popular	with	UK	and	Dutch	re.red	or	semi-re.red	
residents	both	for	the	life	style	and	the	good	airport	access	to	both	countries.	The	major	town	of	Bergerac	is	a	focal	point	for	those	living	in	
both	the	Dordogne	and	the	adjacent	Lot	areas.	There	is	a	Rotary	Club	in	Bergerac	but	for	myself	and	many	others,	fluency	in	French	is	a	bar	
to	joining	and	being	accepted.	So	many	ex	Rotarians	have	got	together	and	a	monthly	lunch	club	has	been	inaugurated	for	ex	Rotarians	and	
their	partners.	Although	we	cannot	be	affiliated	to	Rotary,	this	club	has	been	very	successful	in	bringing	together	people	from	a	wide	area	
and	allowing	contact	with	many	Rotary	clubs	in	the	UK.	

Will	Brexit	have	any	effect	is	as	yet	s.ll	an	unknown,	but	like	us,	many	UK	na.onals	have	been	here	more	than	5	years	so	can	be	granted	
Resident	status.		The	life	style	here	is	very	easy,	the	people	are	very	friendly,	and	they	see	the	influx	of	foreign	na.onals	as	having	a	posi.ve	
effect	on	the	local	economy.	The	weather	is	mainly	good	except	for	the	mid-winter	months	and	it	is	always	warmer	here	than	in	the	UK,	we	
do	not	get	the	extreme	heat	or	the	winds	you	experience	in	the	Cape.	

Life	here	is	rela.vely	slow	but	socially	we	have	fiYed	in	well	with	not	only	the	strong	English	and	Dutch	communi.es	but	the	local	French	as	
well.	It	is	much	easier	for	Sandra	to	travel	to	the	UK	which	she	is	now	doing	3	or	4	.mes	a	year	and	there	is	a	good	Ferry	service	if	we	want	
to	take	the	car.	France	is	not	perfect	but	we	are	happy	here	and	content	to	stay.	
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COUNT ON DAVID HEATH TO TAKE UP TWO PAGES OF BAY BREEZES! 

1. WHY? 

         Why do men's clothes have buttons on the right while women's clothes have buttons on the left? 

BECAUSE 

When buttons were invented, they were very expensive and worn primarily by the rich. Since most people are right-handed, it is 
easier to push buttons on the right through holes on the left.  Because wealthy women were dressed by maids, dressmakers put 
the buttons on the maid's right!   And that's where women's buttons have remained since. 

  

2. WHY? 

Why do ships and aircraft use 'mayday' as their call for help? 

  

BECAUSE 

This comes from the French word m'aidez - meaning 'help me' - and is pronounced, approximately, 'mayday.' 

  

3. WHY? 

Why are zero scores in tennis called 'love'? 

  

BECAUSE 

In France , where tennis became popular, the round zero on the scoreboard looked like an egg and was called 'l'oeuf,' which is 
French for 'the egg.'  When tennis was introduced in the US, Americans (naturally), mispronounced it 'love.'  

  

4. WHY? 

Why do X's at the end of a letter signify kisses? 

  

BECAUSE 

In the Middle Ages, when many people were unable to read or write, documents were often signed using an X. Kissing the X 
represented an oath to fulfill obligations specified in the document.  

The X and the kiss eventually became synonymous. 

  

5. WHY? 

Why is shifting responsibility to someone else called passing the buck'? 

2018 DISTRICT CONFERENCE

We are pleased to announce that the website for the Rotary Club of Lüderitz is now available and contains information on the 2018 District 
Conference.
 
Website:   http://www.rotaryluderitz.com
 
A brief Programme of Events:
 
Thursday 3 May: POETS/GRANT MGM  and then MEET & GREET
Friday 4 May: ASSEMBLY
Saturday 5 May: CONFERENCE and then D.G. DINNER PARTY
Sunday 6 May: (till 1pm): ICC and INTERNATIONAL PARTNER Panel Discussion
 
Accommodation in Lüderitz is limited so we suggest that you book your room as soon as possible.
 
Registration for Conference will open in January 2018 and we will be using MyEventRunner - the same system that was used for Swellendam 
bookings.
 
We look forward to welcoming you to Lüderitz
 
Best regards
 
Richard Cook
Registration Admin

http://www.rotaryluderitz.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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BECAUSE 

In card games, it was once customary to pass an item, called a buck, from player to player to indicate whose turn it was to deal.  
If a player did not wish to assume the responsibility of dealing, he would 'pass the buck' to the next player.  

  

6. WHY? 

Why do people clink their glasses before drinking a toast? 

  

BECAUSE 

In earlier times it used to be common for someone to try to kill an enemy by offering him a poisoned drink.  To prove to a guest 
that a drink was safe, it became customary for a guest to pour a small amount of his drink into the glass of the host. Both men 
would drink it simultaneously. When a guest trusted his host, he would only touch or clink the host's glass with his own. 

  

7. WHY? 

Why are people in the public eye said to be 'in the limelight'? 

  

BECAUSE... 
Invented in 1825, limelight was used in lighthouses and theatres by burning a cylinder of lime which produced a brilliant light. In 
the theatre, a performer 'in the limelight' was the Centre of attention.  

  

8. WHY? 

Why is someone who is feeling great 'on cloud nine'? 

  

BECAUSE... 
Types of clouds are numbered according to the altitudes they attain, with nine being the highest cloud. If someone is said to be 
on cloud nine, that person is floating well above worldly cares. 

  

9. WHY? 

In golf, where did the term 'Caddie' come from? 

  

BECAUSE... 
When Mary Queen of Scots went to France as a young girl, Louis, King of France, learned that she loved the Scots game 'golf.' 
He had the first course outside of Scotland built for her enjoyment.  To make sure she was properly chaperoned (and guarded) 
while she played, Louis hired cadets from a military school to accompany her.  

  

Mary liked this a lot and when she returned to Scotland (not a very good idea in the long run), she took the practice with her.  In 
French, the word cadet is pronounced 'ca-day' and the Scots changed it into caddie.  

  

10. WHY? 

Why are many coin collection jar banks shaped like pigs? 

  

BECAUSE... 
Long ago, dishes and cookware in Europe were made of dense orange clay called 'pygg'. When people saved coins in jars made 
of this clay, the jars became known as 'pygg banks.'  When an English potter misunderstood the word, he made a container that 
resembled a pig.   

And it caught on. 

  

BIG CHEEKS: 
  

Bet you don't know "Big Cheeks" 

  

Big Cheeks. A grandson of slaves, a boy was born in a poor neighbourhood of New Orleans known as the 

"Back of Town."  His father abandoned the family when the child was an infant.  

His mother became a prostitute and the boy and his sister had to live with their grandmother. 

  

Early in life he proved to be gifted for music and with three other kids he sang in the streets of New Orleans.   

His first gains were coins that were thrown to them. 



A Jewish family, Karnofsky, who had emigrated from Lithuania to the USA, had pity for the 7-year-old boy and brought him into 
their home. Initially giving 'work' in the house, to feed this hungry child. There he remained and slept in this Jewish family's home 
where, for the first time in his life, he was treated with kindness and tenderness. 

  

When he went to bed, Mrs. Karnovsky sang him a Russian lullaby that he would sing with her.  

Later, he learned to sing and play several Russian and Jewish songs.  

  

Over time, this boy became the adopted son of this family.  

The Karnofskys gave him money to buy his first musical instrument; as was the custom in the Jewish families.  

  

They sincerely admired his musical talent. Later, when he became a professional musician and composer, he used these Jewish 
melodies in compositions, such as St. James Infirmary and Go Down Moses. 

  

The little black boy grew up and wrote a book about this Jewish family who had adopted him in 1907.   

In memory of this family and until the end of his life, he wore a Star of David and said that in this family, he had learned "how to live 
real life and determination." 

  

                            You might recognize his name.  This little boy was called: Louis "Satchmo" Armstrong.  

                            Louis Armstrong proudly spoke fluent Yiddish!  And "Satchmo" is Yiddish for "Big Cheeks"! 
                             

FINALLY - AND ASSUMING YOU ARE ALL PAYING ATTENTION - THIS IS OUR AGENDA FOR THE 
FORTHCOMING WEEKS


