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LAST TUESDAY

We were graced with Liezel Matthews and Maria Montgomery from Little Angels. Together with Liezel’s 
husband Jacobus [who could not make the meeting], Bernadette Dutton and Keith Bull, we make up the 
fledgling board of Little Angels.

Maria was at the podium to give the initial address and covered as much as she could in time allotted to 
describe the conditions in Hangberg which drove Liezel to set up Little Angels four and a half years ago. 
What started as a small way to intervene in the welfare of the neediest little ones has now grown to a 
huge need to feed, educate and give succour to 90 children. Little tots to youths who she also counsels 
on drug addiction. Many of the parents are on Tic or other drugs including alcohol. She has some who are HIV or AIDS positive and she 
struggles to feed these kids, youths and parents as well as provide shelter and education. Her teachers survive on R500 a MONTH and 
Liezel herself lives hand to mouth. The community actually relies on Liezel to look after the little ones and it puts massive strain on her 
own existing poor health when she is short of food and heat for them. She operates out of three dilapidated shacks with no electricity, no 
heat and two portaloos.
This is a woman with a huge heart and no idea of ever quitting.
Now, on the upside and as Maria told us, Breadline Africa in association with Totnes RC and Keith’s contacts have come together to make 
a difference. We have also adopted Little Angels as a project and all of us will turn this around. 
Breadline [Tim Smith] is putting in three purpose built containers setup respectively as Classroom, Kitchen and toilet. This will happen just 
as soon as the NPO certification of Little Angels comes through shortly. The land has to be levelled and electricity put in [legally!]. Then 
there is water plumbing and sewage drainage but that can be managed.
Keith’s contacts have donated R9,400 for epap which as many may know is a specially formulated porridge which if fed twice a day, 
provides the nutrition required for little ones. That program is underway but what is really desperately needed is a full-on feeding program 
to make sure that these kids are properly fed five days a week when Little Angels operates. At present, Liezel can manage maybe two 

days a week but we have just started helping and that situation is improving. 
An account has been set up at Spar in the name of Little Angels. We have funded that account with an initial input 
and have re-filled the LPG for heating. We shall be setting up an ongoing monthly input to the account but we 
need more help. It will cost at least R14,000 a month to keep the feeding program going on a daily basis and that 
is without the cost of the epap or heating. We are looking for any donation and help we can get.
Liezel stood to give a short talk after Maria and I think we all understood just how desperate she is. Not for herself 
but for her charges. She, Jacobus, her teachers and the little ones really do need financial help more than we as 
a club can afford on a monthly basis. We shall be doing what we can to help though.
No apology if this reads like an editorial. Bernadette and I are very much involved in this project. We are 
constantly collecting clothes, books and toys and much of this is delivered to Little Angels but food and heating 
are the issues at present. 
Anyway, we should be honoured to have people such as Liezel in our midst. I don’t know if she has performed 
any miracles just yet but she truly does embody the attributes of a living saint.Maria

THIS TUESDAY

We have Pres Peter ’s first Board 
Meeting for the year ahead. Following 
that will be Club Assembly commencing 
the usual time of 7.00pm with gathering 
at the ABC at 6.30pm.
It is going to be very useful for all 
members available to attend the Club 
Assembly as this will not only allow the 
Board to put across the plans for the 
year but allows members to put their own 
questions. 

We were also fortunate to have as a guest, Jackie James who is our Asst 
Distr Governor this year 

Dear Peter 

Thank	  you	  very	  much	  I	  received	  at	  your	  club	  meeting	  on	  Tuesday.	  I	  
really	  enjoyed	  the	  club	  fellowship	  and	  congratulate	  your	  club	  on	  
the	  very	  relevant	  work	  you	  are	  doing	  in	  your	  community.	  
I	  would	  like	  to	  encourage	  you	  to	  enter	  your	  club's	  goals	  on	  
Rotary	  Central.	  You	  can	  access	  this	  by	  logging	  onto	  My	  Rotary	  on	  
www.rotary.org.	  It	  is	  a	  useful	  tool	  and	  also	  good	  to	  share	  
information	  with	  RI.	  
Please	  do	  let	  me	  know	  if	  there	  is	  anything	  else	  that	  you	  need	  
from	  me.	  
Regards	  
Jackie 
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BAY BREEZES ON WEBSITE

Please note that Bay Breezes [and past issues] are 
available on our website at www.rotaryhoutbay.org

G ' day

Kind of busy this week anyhow plenty in this week's 
bulletin:

Coolamon Weekly Bulletin #03 

1893 – What’s New? 

In 1893 Greece went bankrupt.  As the Prime Minister at the time put it  

“Malheureusement, nous sommes ruines.”. 

Having borrowed money from, guess who, the Germans, Austrians, Russians and much of the rest of Europe, to 
finance ambitious infrastructure, they had no real possibility of ever repaying.  Offering ever- higher interest rates 
made the risk tempting. Half the budget of that year went to pay interest.  

So in 1893 a commission of the lenders was established to control the Greek budget and what it spent. No change 
here from 2015.  As the main visible export was raisins from Corinth, there was not much coming in.  The invisible 
exports was the capital of the wealthy, setting the practice for the future. 

Worse was to come. In 1896 Greece organised, at some great cost, the first Olympic Games and then went to war 
yet again with the Ottoman Empire next door. By 1898 the creditors really took full control of just about everything 
leaving the angry Greeks in their cafes to complain that it was a “gross affront to their sovereignty and dignity of the 
nation.”    Heard this all last month. 

Yet again the study of the past is a reliable guide to the future.   It’s only when something changes the past, that 
things get complex.  Not in Athens it seems.  

==================================================================== 

Colin Sutherland

THE POWER OF WORDS

You may well have seen this before but it is well 
worth watching again. Courtesy of David Heath

https://www.youtube.com/embed/Hzgzim5m7oU

NEXT WEEK WE HOPE TO BE ABLE TO PUBLISH A SELECTION OF PHOTOS 
FROM ATHOL AND ALI’S VACATION TO THE 105 OR SO SAFARI PARKS THEY 

VISITED
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