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LAST TUESDAY

Some of us took the trip in to “The Smoke” to the Royal Yacht Club to raid the Rotary Club of Cape Town.
It was a bit of a lengthy evening [starting at 5.00pm for 5.30pm] going on until after 9.00pm but it is a 
fabulous location. Anyone for a penchant for yachts would be in his or her element. We had our choice of 
menu and the food was excellent.
Don Peters gave a short but to-the-point talk on Nonceba with his practised eloquence. I know that Don’s 
words and statistics really do hit home and that was very much evident from the audience reaction.
Don is organising a visit to Nonceba for 7th November. More on that later.
The HUGE majority of the evening was taken up by the speaker, Johann Lourens.  This is a young man 
who decided to cycle around Argentina. His talk almost took as long! We were regaled with many stories 
of his adventure followed by many photographs taken throughout.

We also had an exchange of banners with David Heath’s guests from Odiham and Hook Rotary Club.

THIS TUESDAY

Our speaker will be Simon Mills who is a motivational speaker. His 
subject is “thoughts create our reality”. Don Peters is our Sergeant 
at Arms so I expect that he will be awarded himself a couple of 
spots.

NONCEBA VISIT – 7TH NOVEMBER

Courtesy of Don Peters, the Nonceba Centre will be hosting the 
Exchange Students at noon on Friday 7th November followed by 
lunch there.
This is an ideal time for anyone who has not visited to go along. I 
really cannot emphasise strongly enough what an inspiring 
experience this is. Uplifting and sad in equal measure. Incredible 
dedication and love on the part of the staff there.
If you have already been maybe it is time for a return trip.
Please notify Don if you wish to go. He will need numbers for 
lunch.

SWALLOWS

The swallows are returning.
Stand by your beds! Keith and Alison are back.
I believe that Neville and Joyce are here.
Rolf Schnauffer is here.
Who else?
Terry and Terry are bound to appear soon. RAID BY RC NEWLANDS

The Rotary Club of Newlands is raiding us on 25th 
November. A note please in everyone’s diary. Please make 
sure to be there if you can be there.

COOLAMON WEEKLY BULLETIN

G ' day
Here is the bulletin for this week:

Coolamon Weekly Bulletin #15 

http://club.coolamonrotary.com/?p=12979
http://club.coolamonrotary.com/?p=12979


FAREWELL TO RAINER

Quite a few of us met at East Fort on Saturday morning to witness Rainer’s farewell.
Rainer’s wish was for his ashes to be scattered at sea in Hout Bay so Butch organised this with 
the help of Roy Graham.
Roy enlisted his friends at NSRI to take Ursula and Rainer’s two sons, Thomas and Alexander out 
on the rescue craft into the bay while we met on land at the East Fort where the Heritage Trust 
fired off the cannon as Rainer’s ashes were released. It was really quite something and a fine 
farewell to a fine Rotarian. 
Goodbye Rainer. May we meet again.

RIA GIBB

As some of you may know, Ria Gibb was taken into hospital 
earlier in the week with pneumonia. Her cold went to something 
worse and then on to pneumonia.
I got a call from Ann Feuilherade to say that Ria was in Cape 
Medi Clinic, Cape Town.
I managed to get in touch with Ria by cell phone on Thursday but 
she didn’t sound good at all. I have been able to keep in touch by 
SMS and she was hopeful of going home as of Sunday.
Athol was prevailed upon to get a bouquet of flowers organised 
via internet and these duly arrived to the great pleasure of Ria 
who SMS’d her thanks to me.
Thankfully, modern medicine and particular intravenous 
antibiotics are a life-saver for what, just in recent past was a killer 
lung infection.
We look forward to seeing you back at the clubhouse Ria.

SKATEBOARD PARK

Our drive for the establishing of a skateboard park in Hout Bay is 
moving forward. I shall attach a copy of our Motivation and that of 
Lawden Holmes, our young design architect together with his artists 
impression.
As soon as we get permission to use the plot of land at the North 
end of the IY soccer pitches we shall be all steam ahead garnering 
sponsors and funds. We just need local government to allow the use 
of the land.

Summer 2014 : Centenary of the outbreak of the Great War.
This year, 2014, is of course highlighted by the wonderful and much deserved coverage given in all media to the memories of World War 1.   
I have been impressed by the actions of the British Prime Minister who has made funds available to take young people across the English 
Channel to France and particularly Belgium. They are visiting the battle sites, the Menin Gate in Ypres and of course the many  cemeteries 
where the war graves are so beautifully cared for
One particularly poignant ceremony  of remembrance was the visit by the Duke of Edinburgh looking very frail as he had only just recovered 
from an illness. The Duke was honouring  the Regiment that he is Colonel in Chief of at the Menin Gate service. This was a very special 
parade as earth had been collected from all the major battle sites and placed in sand bags which were carried by youngsters from Britain to 
a Gun Carriage. The  Gun Carriage was then to move to England and the sand bags emptied at a site to create a Garden of Remembrance. 
I will not forget the Duke’s face as he stood there resplendent in his dark grey Regimental greatcoat, his face lined with the pain that so 
clearly identified his deep thinking and respect for those who had marched through the Menin Gate but never returned.
Of course many towns and villages all over the world will be organising commemorative  celebrations of the outbreak of the Great World 
War. The most amazing has been the ‘river of poppies’  at the Tower of London moat. These special ceramic poppies, one for each fallen 
hero, with the last poppy put in place on November 11th. My wife, Marilyn,  and I were in London in September  and we had a brief  moment 
to see this truely amazing tribute as we were driving from  one airport to another. Maybe it was a brief moment but it was a moment that will 
be forever engraved in our minds. How simple, how ingenious, how thoughtful the ‘river of red poppies were, reminding us in such a special 
way of the sacrifices  made by so many. 
Our brief visit to England included an overnight stay with my brother in Codford-St.Mary  a small village  near the Salisbury plain and 
Stonehenge.  I will explain the connections between this idyllic village deep in the Wiltshire countryside and  World War 1 and Australia. I am 
not going to gloss over in a few words this integral part of my story as there are so many ‘special extras’ which I believe will be of interest.
I have gathered the information from a previous personal visit to Codford St Mary when I was taken on a visit to a small cemetery of ANZAC 
graves. Also from the excellent publication, Wylye Valley 1914 Commemorative guide and programme compiled by William Mahon for the 
Wylye Valley 1914 committee of the  Codford Local History Society. It was a friend of my brothers’, Mrs Romy Wyeth a keen local historian 
and author whose earlier publications aroused an interest for me and lastly my brother David Peters a resident of Codford St Mary who so 
obviously loves ‘his village’, its history and its inhabitants.  It was David who on my first visit to Codford took me to see the ANZAC cemetery, 
a visit I have never forgotten.



2014 is the centenary of the outbreak of the Great War. When war broke out on 4th August 1914 the British Regular Army consisting of 
220,000 strong mobolised and the British Expeditionary Force, BEF deployed to France with efficient speed. That absorbed half of the 
standing army.  Between August and November 1914 the BEF suffered over 80,000 casualties – a number not easy to comprehend.  Field 
Marshal Lord Kitchener, the Minister of War called for volunteers. The response overwhelmed the administration. Makeshift camps were 
quickly set-up around the country and included Codford St Mary in the Wylye Valley. The effect on the locals of this ’invasion’ of untrained 
soldiers was enormous.  Public enthusiasm was infectious, patriotism was rampant.
No mention of the Great War in the Wylye Valley would be complete without mention of the still strong links with the Australians and New 
Zealanders who trained there between June 1916 and Dec ember 1918. After the withdrawl  from  Gallipoli the ANZAC troops were re-
deployed to the Western Front. At Codford they initially had the role of recuperating wounded soldiers and returning them to their units. There 
are ANZAC cemeteries at Codford and nearby at Sutton Veny. I have visited the Codford cemetery and remember very clearly the care and 
attention each headstone  obviously is receiving, the cemetery is so peaceful. Relatives of some of these casualties are still in touch with the 
villages. Over the ANZAC Day period each year services are held in both cemeteries. The Australian Imperial Force Badge on Misery Hill is 
maintained annually by the Codford villagers and visiting Antipodean service persons. A friendly liaison flourishes with both High 
Commissioners. Australians and New Zealanders are always welcome in the Wylye Valley.
The culmination of events in this centenary year will of course be at the Cenotaph in Whitehall where  Her Majesty the Queen on 
Remembrance Sunday will lay the first wreath. Of course throughout the world parades and ceremonies will be held  including  Codford St 
Mary and each and all will honour those who gave their lives not just in the Great War but also in World War 2 and many subsequent Wars.

Don Peters
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The Cape Town Rotary Club invites you to share the magic of Rotary at our Glencairn 
Youth Camp. 

We will open our new Labyrinth, have a Bring and Braai at Alan Jeffes Hostel (one of 
our 3 Hostels at Glencairn) and enjoy a fun day. 

 
 Where:     Glencairn Rotary Youth Camp, Alan Jeffes Hostel, Glen Road, Glencairn 
       The entrance is on the river side of Glen Road and will be indicated 

                See our website: www.rotaryyouthcamps.co.za  
                Directions link: http://www.rotaryyouthcamps.co.za/index.php/contact-us 

 Date:       Saturday 8 November 2014 
 Time:       11h30 welcoming 
       12h00 opening of new Labyrinth and viewing of our camp and facilities 
                  13h30- 16h00 Braai 
 Event: Bring and Braai- Bring your choice of Food, refreshments, plates, glasses and   

utensils. We have 50 chairs available but if you want to enjoy a soft surface 
bring your camping chairs! We will supply the fires, salads and bread. 

 Children and Grand Children welcome! 
 RSVP not necessary but will be appreciated. 

Koos Burger - Camp Warden- info@rotaryyouthcamps.co.za / 0834840294. 
               

Human beings had been keeping sheep for 7,000 years before it occurred to anyone to use their wool.

On June 28, 2009, Stephen Hawking hosted a party for time travellers from the future. Nobody showed up.

Black holes are not black.

Wherever a leaf is in the world, its internal temperature is always 21 degrees C.

The name sign of the town of ‘Lost’ in Aberdeenshire is the only one in Britain that is welded to its pole.

The first motor insurance policy issued by Lloyd’s of London described the car as a ‘ship navigating on land’.

Every Christmas Day, 400,000 Britons go out to a shop to buy batteries.
 
Tipping the hat comes from the military salute, which in turn comes from men in armour lifting the visor to show their faces. 


